
The Joe Caslin Treasure Hunt 

A journey through Dublin’s Joe Caslin murals  
 

The route is approximately 2.5 km in length and it will take just over one hour to 
complete. There are 4 stops.  

Some of the murals may have been removed but this is part of the trail and 
questions temporary works!  

Your imagination will be put to the test.  

For each stop you will have to answer a few questions so don’t forget your pen!  

 

On your treasure hunt you must get a photo of…  

1. A Joe Caslin mural  
2. A sculpture 
3. An urban/architectural landscape  

 

First Stop  
Let’s start with Joe Caslin’s most famous sculpture! You may have already seen it in 
a picture… 
Where? 

On Dame Street on the side of the Rick’s Burgers building right across from the 
George. Did you find it?  
 

a. What do you see? 
 

b. Remember – The Irish Government held a referendum on 22 May 2015 on 
proposed amendment to the Constitution of Ireland. The amendment was 
approved by 62%-38% of the voters. What did the referendum permit?  
 

This mural became a visual icon of the #YesEquality campaign for which Caslin took 
a stance. Thus we can categorise Caslin as an artist activist and his work as art 
activism.  

 

c. In your opinion, should artists take a stance in their works or not? Why? 
 

d. The Parnassians support the idea that “true” art is divorced from any didactic, 
moral, political, or utilitarian function. Do you know their slogan? 



 

 

Second Stop 
Let’s continue on the trail! The second stop is located in a famous Irish University, 
which has educated some of Ireland's most famous poets, playwrights and authors, 
including Oscar Wilde and Samuel Beckett for instance. 

Two murals were created at this University:  

• The Volunteers, 2017 
• Inspiring Generations, 2019 

 

e. Could you find the murals? (They may have been removed.)  
 

Caslin usually depicts real people in his work who are involved in the issues that he 
questions. Thanks to this empathetic process Caslin offers a public platform to 
anonymous persons to express their feelings and struggles. In addition, it connects 
Caslin’s work with the reality of the current days. 

f.  Who are the characters depicted in these murals are and what is their role in the 
work? Don’t worry if you don’t know, maybe you can ask some passing by 
students!   
 

g.  Now that you know who these characters are, what common message are 
conveyed by these two artworks?  

 

This famous picture from Fredric 
William Burton, which is named 
Meeting on the Turret Stairs and was 
painted in 1864, inspired Caslin’s 
Claddagh Embrace mural.  

This photograph features Théophile 
Gautier, a French poet and writer, 
who is the head figure of the 
Parnassians.   



 

 

Third Stop 
The next stop is really close! The mural is situated in a museum, which is located in one of 
the most intact Georgian Squares of Dublin. This square also contains The Oscar Wilde 
Memorial Sculpture.   
 
Did you find the museum?  

Once inside lets head to the courtyard to see this artwork! 

h.  How would you describe Caslin’s style?  

i.  How would you describe the character? Can you make a link between the title ‘Finding 
Power’ and what you notice on the mural?  

 

Last Stop 
To reach the last stop you must cross through Dublin’s historical St. Stephen’s 
Green. Please take your time to take in the many species of birds and plants 
around. See below for a map of the park. Each number symbolises a sculpture. 
Don’t forget you need to take a photo of a sculpture during yourjourney! You might 
arrive in the park where numbers 18/17 are marked on the map. Then you have to 
remove where the arrow and the “N” are written on the map. 

The Volunteers, 2017  Inspiring Generatiom  



 
The next stop is situated in a lane that shares the same surname as Romeo in the 
famous Shakespearean play. Could you find it?  
 

j.  What is the topic of this mural?  

k.  Could you describe the state of the mural?   

l.  Could you describe the location? Why in your opinion did Joe Caslin choose this 
place for his mural?  
 

Bonus question:   
In your opinion, what attempts to express the ephemeral characteristic of temporary 
art? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Conclusion 
I hope you enjoyed this Joe Caslin treasure hunt! With all the information you 
gathered, you will be able to fill the above table.  
 

This treasure hunt won’t lead you to every Caslin mural in Dublin. If you want to 
continue on your own, the information you may need are in the table. 

I hope you don’t forget to take your 3 photos!  
If you enjoy street art you should have a look on the Grey area project.  
 

 Title Year Location  Subject State 
1 Claddagh 

Embrace 
2015    

2 The Volunteers 2017    

3 The Volunteers 
(2nd piece) 

2017 Collins Barack, 
National Museum 
of Ireland  

Mental health Removed 
 

4 Inspiring 
Generations 

2019    

5 Finding Power 2019    

6 Young and 
Troubled 

2019 Donnybrook,  
RTÉ’s  Campus 

Mental health Removed  

7 Look after 
Yourself 
Campaign 

2020 Montague Lane   

8 Resilient • 
Resilience 

2020 Rua Red, Tallagh Being, becoming,  
belonging and 
resilience  

Perfect (in the 
gallery)  

9 Reset  2020 Rua Red, Tallagh  Young people’s 
experiences of the 
pandemic 

Removed 



ANNEX 1  
If you are lost…   
 

 

 

Stop 1: 24 Dame Street  
Stop 2: Trinity College, College Green  
Stop 3: National Gallery, Merrion Square W   
Stop 4: Montague Lane  

 

 

  



ANNEX 2  
Joe Caslin’s murals you might not see:  

	

	

	 	

	



	

	

	


